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In mid-November 2014, the public was invited to 

review and provide input on the draft 2014 Open 

Space and Recreation Plan, posted online with hard 

copies made available upon request. Feedback was 

received and incorporated into this final Plan. The 

comments received were encouraging and 

demonstrated the importance of open space and 

recreation to Concordians; that so many people were 

carefully reading this robust report and providing 

such thoughtful comments is a testament to 

resident’s commitment to open space and recreation. 

Fifteen residents attended the public presentation of 

the draft Plan on December 18, 2014, at the Harvey 

Wheeler Center, where large format maps were 

displayed along with a Power Point presentation of 

the Plan and process. Additional interest was voiced, 

but many, having been involved throughout the 

process, did not feel compelled to attend. Many of 

the comments received at the public meeting 

suggested including comparative information 

regarding development to evaluate the achievements 

in land preservation that has occurred over the 

previous ten years.  

Letters of review from the Planning Board, chief 

elected officials, and the Metropolitan Area 

Planning Council, are required before the plan can 

obtain approval from the State of Massachusetts 

Division of Conservation Services. Additional 

letters from Town Boards, Commissions, 

Committees, as well as local and regional partners 

and the general public are included in this section. 

Approval of this plan is required from the Division 

of Conservation Services, and will make Concord 

eligible to participate in grant rounds for the next 

seven years.  

10  Public Comments 
The Draft Open Space and Recreation Plan was distributed to all Town Boards, 

Commissions, Committees, employees, and distributed widely throughout the community 

through the town website, newspaper, and email. Electronic and paper copies were made 

available. This section includes public comments and letters of support received on the draft 

Plan. 

 Frosted Lotus Pods by Cherrie Corey  
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Concord Agriculture Committee 
Letter for inclusion in Town of Concord Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 
The Town of Concord Agriculture Committee writes in appreciation for the considerable work that 
has gone into this update of the Town’s Open Space and Recreation Plan.  
 
Concord’s “working lands” contribute significantly to our open spaces, providing a lively, scenic 
link with the town’s agricultural heritage. Concord’s farms and farm stands are not merely scenic, 
of course. They also strengthen and diversify the town’s economic base, generating jobs and 
revenue that stay local. And, through the production of locally grown food, our farms are helping 
to build community resilience to deal with the effects of climate change. 
 
The Agriculture Committee shares the concern, addressed in the OSRP, that unprotected 
agricultural land is particularly vulnerable to development. This land is usually flat, open, and 
located in a residential zone. The OSRP recommends two zoning strategies for preserving and 
promoting agricultural land—establishing Agricultural Overlay Districts, and permitting Transfers 
of Development Rights. While the Agriculture Committee is not able to assess the effectiveness 
of these strategies—there are few existing examples to review—it is ready to work with the Town 
Planning Zoning Board to explore these recommendations.  
 
Until that time, the Committee believes that prioritizing Chapter 61A agricultural land to protect—
an OSRP goal—warrants the Town’s concerted effort. In 2004 there were 668 acres of land in 
the Chapter 61A program that were not also subject to a conservation restriction (CR) or an 
Agricultural Preservation Restriction. Ten years later, there are 351 such acres. The Town and 
land conservation trusts purchased 58 acres of the land that came out of Chapter 61A during this 
period. Most of the other land coming out of Chapter 61A has been developed or otherwise 
permanently taken out of agricultural use.   
 
Providing some form of permanent protection for the 351 unprotected acres currently in the 
Chapter 61A program is critically important for preserving the remainder of Concord’s agricultural 
land. Another key element of maintaining our working lands is conserving and extending the 
infrastructure on which a farm business depends. This infrastructure includes both access to 
water and electricity, and a variety of structures. The need for housing, so that Concord farmers 
and farm workers can live in the community where they work, is especially great. 

 
The Committee notes that Concord’s 2004 Long Range Plan urged the Town to establish and 
develop an Emergency Land Fund to acquire farmlands released from the Chapter program. The 
need for such a fund is no less urgent today. Through various land acquisition projects in the 
past decade, Concord has gained valuable experience and built collaborations among residents 
and institutions to maintain and enlarge a vibrant agricultural sector. The Agriculture Committee 
looks forward to working with other Town Boards and committees as well as Concord residents 
to secure agricultural use of our open space for the next seven years and beyond. 

 
Agriculture Committee 2014-2015: Emily Wheeler, chair; Gin Stanley, clerk. Bill Kenney, Dudley 
Goar, Susan Macone, Brian Cramer, Laura Sackton, Happy Goethert. 
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Richard T. T. Forman – 119 Elsinore Street: 

 

I write as a relatively long-term Concord resident who, among other things, has helped spearhead the town’s 1992 Open Space Plan, 1995 

Historic Resources Masterplan, and 2004 Open Space and Recreation Plan.  It is a pleasure to express my hearty congratulations to both the 

2014 Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee, and to you, for a superb Draft 2014 OSRP!  The upcoming future of Concord is 

significantly enhanced with a document of such exceptional quality. 

I think the following topics are especially strong and valuable:  (1) attractive informative maps & photos throughout; (2) Open Space 

Framework as an organizing conceptual framework, now slowly spreading worldwide; (3) town-centered regional perspective; (4) Route 2, 

traffic levels, & traffic calming relative to wildlife/water/people; (5) diverse water dimensions across the town; (6) disconnect between land-use 

patterns/zoning & today’s biodiversity/water/recreation; (7) preliminary spatial approach for vegetation & habitats; (8) helpful detail on key 

species; (9) highlighting of unique features in town; (10) map of “environmental challenges” in & near town; (11) listing of public & non-profit 

owned open space; (12) trails; and (13) appendices with lucid detailed data.  Great job. 

The Draft 2014 OSRP is an impressive document and valuable roadmap for the years just ahead.  I have no other recommended changes.  But 

instead I’ve appended some thoughts for our 2019 (?) Concord open-space and recreation planners.  Thank you for your remarkable Draft 2014 

Plan.  This should be a model for all such plans across our Commonwealth.   

Appended thoughts for a longer-term future: 

A)     The Nuclear Metals superfund site (& perhaps W. R. Grace site) has such potential significant, widespread and long-term effects on 

biodiversity, water, and recreation in Concord and surroundings, that a scenarios approach with potential spatial effects would be quite 

informative. 

B)      Groundwater and surface water are a single integrated resource (e.g., Winter, T. C. et al.  1998.  USGS Circular 1139.  Denver, CO), 

emphasizing that effects on groundwater affect water quantity/quality of surface water river/stream/pond/wetland, and vice versa…a highly 

useful conceptual framework for Concord’s water dimensions. 

C)      Water and wildlife flow/move across the town’s numerous land uses, boundaries and infrastructure.  Mapping these flows/movements, 

somewhat like a trail & sidewalk system for recreationists, though in a more flexible format recognizing change, would be highly informative. 

D)     Protection and enhancement of the town’s large natural areas probably now would be most enhanced by the strategic removal of 

buildings, both on inholdings and those projecting into the large natural areas.  This would be a pioneering approach perhaps led by private 

initiatives. 

E)      Mixed use with residential, commercial, cultural, farmland, local industry, and parkland close together, is a familiar way to reduce 

transportation and increase community cohesion.  Perhaps Concord’s greatest limitation for this are local jobs/industry, best increased in or by 

the existing commercial/industrial footprints, together with appealing and safe walkway/bikeway/public-transport access. 

F)      When were the 100-yr, etc. flood-zones calculated/mapped, and how have they changed where, given the upriver changes in 

farmland/forest/development/infrastructure in recent decades? 

G)     Mentioning, but not emphasizing, the control of non-native and invasive plants seems appropriate, since success is basically impossible in 

the face of ongoing colonizers of Boston, huge numbers in the states just to our south (some already in town), climate change, and suburbs 

themselves being major non-native species sources.  Somewhat analogous to evaluations by school teachers and professors:  “Judge a species 

by what it does, not its origin.”  

H)     The traffic levels on different roads and traffic calming, both relative to wildlife/water/recreationists, would be especially appropriate for 

the town-centered region approach. 

I)        Again using a scenarios approach for the effects of combined climate change and town-centered-region urbanization, it would be quite 

useful to map potential spatial effects on biodiversity/water/recreation across the town and its surroundings. 
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Dorrie Kehoe - 51 MacArthur Road: 

 

I have finished reading this excellent updating of the nearly ten year old Open Space Plan. You have provided enormous background 

information as well as clear plans for the future. 

Because this plan deals with not only open space, but also Recreation, I have read it side by side with the Recreation Department’s Facilities 

Strategic Plan of 2014—and have attempted to balance the two.  

 First of all, I am struck by the fact that Concord is particularly blessed because there is so much Open Land in Town that is owned by other 

than the Town: State and Federal parklands, accessible conservation lands owned by private agencies and organizations and clubs, and school 

spaces.  

“Seen collectively, these lands provide over 220 acres of the publicly-accessible open space per thousand residents. As a result, the acquisition 

of addition parkland should not be a priority for the Department. If any efforts are made for park development, it should include adding to 

the inventory of neighborhood park land. (emphasis added.) Concord Recreation Facilities Strategic Plan, Page 20. 

 The Recreation Plan goes on to say,  

“Neighborhood park land/development; according to the survey, results a very high level of interest… The Level of Service Standards shows a 

need for 3.5 acres of neighborhood parkland per thousand population. Currently, Concord’s system for neighborhood parks includes .62 acres 

per thousand population.” Page 38 

 The Department of Natural Resources Open Space and Recreation Plan also acknowledges the importance of small neighborhood parks:  

 “Located within convenient walking or bicycling distance of homes, small neighborhood fields provide opportuntites for spontaneous and 

multi-age recreation. They also reduce the need for vehicular travel and tight scheduling by families, and additionally could reduce pressure on 

the existing regulation ball fields. Convenient small, informal playing fields enhance neighborhoods and provide places for neighbors to meet.” 

Section 7: Analysis of Needs, Page 89. 

 However, the main emphasis of the DNR plan seems to be the acquisition and maintenance of larger open spaces and particularly “linkage,” 

i.e. connecting large parcels of open space throughout the Town and not emphazing at all the importance of small, independent and 

neighborhood oriented public spaces. 

 Recently, I was part of a group of West Concord residents who urged that the Town to purchase a 2.2 acre parcel of land off Main Street 

(directly across from the entrance to Concord Greene.) The Board of Selectmen was opposed to this purchase—not only for the price—but of 

equal importance because it was not part of what the Board referred to as the “necklace” of contiguous lands. 

 I would hope that when the final Open Space and Recreation Plan is adopted it will knit together the interests of the Department of Natural 

Resources and also of the Recreation Department. I hope, as well, that it will emphasize the importance of neighborhood parks which are so 

very valuable to the ordinary citizens of the Town and which are particularly critical in densely populated areas.  

 Concord is truly blessed in the amount of accessible open space within the Town. For many residents, small, neighborhood parks furnish an 

important respite. Large tracts of land for hikers or for wildlife are important. But so, too, are small, local spaces. Many of the non-Town 

owners of open space in Concord (noted above) are appropriately interested in large properties. We must look to the Town to remember to 

“think small.” And I hope that all Town Boards and Committees will agree to adopt this joint emphasis. 

       David Clarke – 26 Bartlett Hill 

I wish to express my commendation and thanks for the work that Lori Capone and the Committee did in producing such an excellent and 

thorough Open Space and Recreation Plan for Concord.  I am sure that it will be of much value to the town in the coming years. 
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 Tanya Bartevyan and Mark Gailus: 62 Prescott Road 

Agricultural land: 

Farming and agricultural land is one of the most important characteristics of the history and present benefits of the Town of Concord .  We 

strongly encourage giving the preservation of as much as possible of our current farmed land for the use of farming. Natural Resource 

Commission, Planning Board, Board of Selectmen, and Town Manager should be encouraged to increase their contact with and use of advice 

from the town’s farmers and Agricultural Committee in varied ways of preserving this valuable but steadily diminishing part of the Town’s 

character. 

Some particular agricultural lands by Old Bedford Road: 

Our understanding is that some of these lands (Burke, Ammendolia) were bought by the town for 'educational purposes'. We would like it to be 

considered that an 'educational purpose' can be an endeavor that educates the public at large, and also that an educational project need not 

necessarily be solely in the domain of the school department. 

As such, we would like to encourage that these lands be included in the open space and natural conservation plans, given their current 

agricultural use, and their proximity to the Gowing's Swamp. A statement was made by the chairman of the Agricultural Committee during one 

of the meetings of the committee where we were present in summer 2013, that Burke is especially good agricultural land. If an educational use 

is demanded at any point, it might be geared towards educating students and the public about agriculture and natural preservation. (There is 

also the archeological history of the area to consider.) 

A couple years ago when an individual School Committee member was proposing that the area might be suitable for a bus depot, Naturalist and 

environmental expert Cherrie Corey composed a letter summarizing the sensitivities of the location. The Natural Resources Commission 

already has a copy of that letter, and in fact is indeed very familiar with its contents anyway, but we are attaching a copy of it, just in case.  

(Please see the attached copy of Ms. Corey’s letter to the school committee.) 

Tree preservation:  

Because trees are important for wildlife habitat, erosion control, water quality and quantity, flood mitigation, town neighborhood character and 

natural beauty, we would like to see more efforts to reduce cutting of large numbers of trees during various public and private development or 

expansion work. In particular we strongly encourage the Concord Planning Board to work on putting forward measures to actively encourage 

the retention of mature trees. 

Trails: 

With regard to trails, we strongly prefer the use of natural or stone dust surfaced trails to the use of asphalt or concrete paving.  The more 

yielding surface is better suited to walking which is the premier use of nature trails, and is more consistent with a natural environment. 

Water resource management: 

Citizen responses to the draft open spaces plan have placed water resources at the top of concerns.  We wholeheartedly agree with this and 

encourage more town-wide action on the many different contributing aspects of this topic.  Inventorying and tracking the increase over time of 

impermeable surface areas in the town, especially in areas where flooding effects have been known to occur, would be helpful. 

Preservation of trees and large plantings can be encouraged.  When a development project has required a ground water impact or wetlands 

impact report, there would be a great benefit in a follow-on after-project -completion assessment of actual impacts obtained with respect to 

water tables, local flooding reports, etc. 

What are we losing/what have we lost over time? 

A very important suggestion was raised by a citizen at the Open Space Plan review presented at the Harvey Wheeler Center recently, namely, 

what open spaces have we lost to development over time, say since 2000?  We think it would be extremely helpful information for the citizens 

of Concord , to have a tabulation, not only of the success stories of areas preserved, but of the overall picture over time of the “lost 

opportunities” or if you prefer, of the “competing uses”.  For example, agricultural land once converted to a housing development, rarely if ever 

comes into farming again.  The same can be said for forested land.  Surely there is public record information that could be utilized to present a 

timeline overview of certain changes in land use in the Town over history, either recent or longer term.  A table by year of open acres 

subdivided and built over is a simple example.  If town staff is not available for this correlation work, then perhaps volunteers or students of 

environmental or town planning could help. 

  


